LESSON SNAPSHOT
BOTTOM LINE:
Through the light of Jesus we have hope.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn that God used the prophets to tell of Jesus’ birth and bring hope to the
people.
KEY PASSAGE:
Micah 5:1-5, Bethlehem Prophecy
MEMORY VERSE:
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” - John 1:5
(NIV)
SUMMARY:
Jesus came to bring light to the darkness of this world. His arrival was so important,
that it was talked about by the prophets hundreds of years before his birth.
SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God,
Thank you for sending your Son Jesus to be a light in this dark world.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen

STAR TRIP: LONG, LONG AGO

MEMORY VERSE
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” - John 1:5
(NIV)
“The light shines in the darkness. But the darkness has not overcome the light.” - John
1:5 (NIrV)
LARGE GROUP:
Put the verse on the big screen and read it aloud several times with the kids.
SMALL GROUP:
Give each kid one word of the memory verse. Each child has to remember his own
word and then everyone has to stand up and line up in order, so that when they say
their word, from left to right, they will have said the memory verse.
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SKIT
STAR TRIP: LONG LONG AGO
ITEMS NEEDED:
3 Jedi outfits (brown or beige Bible costumes will work for this)
Handheld mirror
Cellphone
Telescope
CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 3M/1F
CHARACTERS:
Narrator
Only One Kenobi – Wise Man
Yoma – Wise Man (shortest of the group)
Luke Skywatcher – Wise Man
Narrator stands off to the side, stage right. A telescope sits stage right.
NARRATOR: A long, long time ago in a country far, far away, there lived three men. By
all accounts they were very wise men. They had it all: strength, courage, smarts. You
could say they were quite a force to be reckoned with. These wise men were Luke Skywatcher.
Luke enters and stands stage left, looking up at the sky the entire time.
LUKE: Beautiful night for some stargazing.
NARRATOR: Only One Kenobi.
Only One enters carrying the mirror. He look at himself the entire time.
ONLY ONE: There’s only one star I see and that’s you.
NARRATOR: And of course, the little guy, Yoma.
Yoma enters, talking on his phone.
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SKIT
YOMA: In a skit, I am. Call you back later, I will.
Luke looks into the telescope.
NARRATOR: For all of their strength, courage, and smarts, there was one area where
these wise men weren’t so wise at all.
Luke and Yoma look over at the Narrator offended. Only One is still looking in the
mirror.
LUKE: That’s not very nice to say.
YOMA: Offended, I am.
LUKE: You going to chime in here, Only One?
Only One looks up from his mirror.
ONLY ONE: What? Oh, yeah. (to Narrator) How dare you?
NARRATOR: Anyway, these men were wise in every way but one: where they put their
hope. We all put our hope in something – and unless we’re putting our hope in God,
we’re putting it in the wrong place. Only One Kenobi put all of his hope into himself.
Only One is looking in the mirror.
ONLY ONE: Who’s the best wise man? You are. You’re the best wise man.
NARRATOR: Any situation he faced, Only One trusted in himself to figure it out. Yoma
put his faith in others.
Yoma is on his phone.
YOMA: Yo, ma. It’s me, Yoma.
NARRATOR: Whenever trouble arose, Yoma relied on his family and friends to bale him
out.
YOMA: Lost my job, I did. Money for groceries, I need.
ONLY ONE: (pointing to Luke) What about him? What’s he put his hope in?
Luke never looks up from the telescope.
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SKIT
LUKE: I put my hope in science. You have to put your hope in something that won’t
ever change. Family and friends can let us down.
YOMA: (into phone) Giving me money, you won’t? Cutting me off, you are?
LUKE: And we can’t hope in ourselves either.
ONLY ONE: Why not? I never change.
Luke looks up momentarily.
LUKE: Are you getting a wrinkle?
Only One turns to his mirror. He is horrified by what he sees.
LUKE: No, I trust in what I can see, feel, and taste. My hope is in science, something
that never changes.
NARRATOR: God is the only one that never changes.
LUKE: Not true. Every night when I look into the sky, it’s the same sky. The same constellations, the same moon, the same stars. I’m not going to look into this telescope one
day and suddenly see a new star.
Luke looks into his telescope and gasps.
ONLY ONE: What is it?
LUKE: A. . . a new star. . . It can’t be. . . All hope is lost.
ONLY ONE: (looking in mirror) All hope is lost.
YOMA: (looking at phone) Lost, all hope is.
NARRATOR: Hope is not lost. You just have to put your hope in the right place. Don’t
hope in you; hope in the one who made you. Don’t hope in your family; hope in the one
who gave you a family. Don’t hope in the stars; hope in the one who put the stars in the
sky. God.
ONLY ONE: She’s right. I’m going to put my hope in God. I’m putting away the mirror.
Only One sets down the mirror.
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SKIT
YOMA: Me too. Stop asking for rent money from my father, I will.
LUKE: I’m going to follow that star.
NARRATOR: Why?
LUKE: If God put a whole new star in the sky, there must have been a reason. I’m trusting and hoping in him to show me what that reason is. I’m following that star.
Luke exits.
ONLY ONE: I’m coming too.
YOMA: For me, wait up. Coming along, I am.
Only One and Yoma exit.
End.
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OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON
ITEMS NEEDED:
Wrapped gift
Let me ask you a question: What is your favorite part of Christmas?
Give the kids a chance to answer. Bring out the wrapped gift.
For most of us, this is one of – if not our all-time – favorite part of Christmas: Gifts. We
like getting stuff. Does that mean we’re selfish and greedy? Well, maybe, if we’re never
satisfied with what we get and we always have to get more, more, more.
But sometimes I think, it’s not about greed at all. It’s about hope. You see, it’s not really
getting what’s in the box that’s our favorite part of Christmas. It’s all the time leading
up to that. Every year, the family puts up the Christmas tree. You think about all of the
beautifully-wrapped gifts that are going to appear under that tree soon. Then one day,
they appear, as if by magic. You look at the box and try to imagine what’s inside. It’s
exciting! You pick it up and shake it. It’s too heavy to be a basketball. I hope it’s one of
the things I put on my list.
The anticipation is what’s really exciting about Christmas. It’s about looking forward to
something. It’s about the hope of things to come.
And it’s not just gifts. Hope is what Christmas is all about. God spoke through the
prophets to tell the people that Jesus would be born. He would come to bring light into
a dark world. The message of Jesus was delivered hundreds of year before that first
Christmas. It gave the people of God something to look forward to. Something to keep
them going. Something to hope for.
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LARGE GROUP GAME
JEDI TRAINING
ITEMS NEEDED:
Jedi robes (optional)
INSTRUCTIONS:
Select five to ten kids who hope to become Jedi. If you have them, give each kid a Jedi
robe to wear during the exercise.
Today begins their Jedi training. To become a Jedi, they have to do what a Jedi does
and not do anything a Jedi would not do. The “training” consists of a game of Simon
Says. Execute a series of moves. Before some of the moves say “A Jedi waves his
hands like this,” “A Jedi stands on one foot,” etc. For other moves, leave out the Jedi:
“Flap your arms like bird,” “Shake your head.”
Kids are out of the game when they do any of the non-Jedi activities. When a kid is out,
he must return his robe and leave the game. Play until two or three kids remain. Stop
the game and declare them as apprentice Jedi knights.
VARIATION:
For younger kids, give out the instructions without providing the motions. When they
see the motions acted out, it is difficult for little ones not to mimic it, regardless of the
instructions being given.
WHAT’S THE POINT?
People go into training (for all sorts of things) with the hope of becoming something
greater. God has given us Jesus. When we put our hope in him, we have the greatest
gift there is.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
BOTTOM LINE:
Through the light of Jesus we have hope.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn that God used the prophets to tell of Jesus’ birth to bring hope to the
people.
KEY PASSAGE:
Micah 5:1-5, Bethlehem Prophecy
INTRO
Anybody here a Star Wars fan? How many of you have seen the movies? If you have
(and you’re old enough to read) you might know that each of the Star Wars movies start
the same way. On the screen appear these words “A long time ago, in a galaxy far, far
away....”
When we watch the movies or play with the toys, we feel like we’re experiencing something futuristic. With all of the robots and spaceships and light sabers, it’s fun to imagine
that some day those things will all be a reality. But the people who make the movies tell
us that this all happened a long time ago.
This is the Advent season, the weeks leading up to Christmas. Christmas is a special
time when we remember something that happened long ago. But unlike the make-believe universe of Star Wars, what happened long ago at Christmas is very real. Jesus
was born.
God gave us the gift of Jesus long ago, but the story of Christmas goes back even
further. A long, LONG time ago. Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, the people
of God were suffering. They nation of Israel was broken in two. There was much war.
Other countries would come in and take the people of Israel as prisoners and slaves.
The people needed salvation. They needed hope.
So God spoke to certain people we call prophets, to give a message to the people. God
was sending his son, Jesus. One of the prophets was a man named Micah. Here is part
of the message that God gave to Micah.
READ Micah 5:1-5
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
MAIN POINT
Micah wrote his message with a lot of poetic language, so it might be hard for us to
understand all that he said. First, Micah is talking about the current situation. The people of God are under attack from outside forces. They are scared and in pain. Everyone
living in Micah’s time knew this pain. But then Micah delivers the message of what God
will do.
In the town of Bethlehem – a tiny little unimportant town – someone special will be born.
A new ruler. He’s new, but he is also from the ancient times; from the beginning. We
know this is Jesus. The Son of God has been with God the Father and the Holy Spirit
from the beginning.
Micah says that the one God sends will be our ruler. He will also be our shepherd. He
will take care of us like a shepherd takes care of his precious little sheep. And the people will live securely. They will be safe and sound.
DRIVE IT HOME:
Through the words of Micah and other prophets like Isaiah and Jeremiah, God gave
people hope. Hope that the future would be better. The pain and suffering that they
were going through would some day be gone. God reminded them of his great love for
them.
We all go through times of hurt and difficulty. In those times, we need hope. If we struggle in school, we might have hope that if we study more things will improve. If there are
problems at home, we might have hope that mom and dad will stop fighting. If we are
teased at school, we might hope for just one or two good friends who will be there to
help out.
Jesus is all about hope. He came to earth to give us the hope of peace and joy. He
came to forgive us of our sins, so that we could have a hope of living with him in heaven. When we put our hope in Jesus, he gives us the strength to make it through all of
those hard times that we experience in life.
Micah says that the greatness of Jesus reaches to the ends of the earth, and that Jesus
is our peace. When we put our hope in Jesus, we get to see his greatness for ourselves. When we trust in Jesus we get to experience that peace.
CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
The world can seem so dark at times. Thank you for sending Jesus to bring light
into the darkness.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
ICEBREAKER
What do you hope to get this Christmas?
MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
John 1:5
Give each kid one word of the memory verse. Each child has to remember his own
word and then everyone has to stand up and line up in order, so that when they say
their word, from left to right, they will have said the memory verse.
SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Asteroid Hunt. (Like an Easter egg hunt, but a little more Star Wars-y.) Wrap small candies into balls of aluminum foil to create small asteroids. Hide them around the room.
Have kids go on the hunt to find as many asteroids as they can.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Micah 5:1-5.
What is a prophet?
Who is the ruler to come that the prophet Micah was describing?
Where was this ruler going to be born?
What does it mean that Jesus is our shepherd?
What does it mean to have hope in Jesus?
SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
You spoke through the prophets to give hope to the people. Thank you that Jesus came
to bring us light in a dark world. Help us to put our hope in him.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)
ICEBREAKER
What do you hope to get this Christmas?
MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
John 1:5
Give each kid one word of the memory verse. Each child has to remember his own
word and then everyone has to stand up and line up in order, so that when they say
their word, from left to right, they will have said the memory verse.
SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Asteroid Hunt. (Like an Easter egg hunt, but a little more Star Wars-y.) Wrap small candies into balls of aluminum foil to create small asteroids. Hide them around the room.
Have kids go on the hunt to find as many asteroids as they can.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Micah 5:1-5.
Why did God use the prophets to tell us about Jesus hundreds of years before he was
born?
Where was this ruler going to be born?
According to Micah’s description, what kind of ruler would Jesus be?
What does it mean that Jesus is our shepherd?
What does it mean to have hope in Jesus?
SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
You spoke through the prophets to give hope to the people. Thank you that Jesus
came to bring us light in a dark world. Help us to put our hope in him.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen

STAR TRIP: LONG, LONG AGO

POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
FILL IN THE BLANK
God spoke through ___________ like Micah and Isaiah to give hope to the people.
PROPHETS
Micah said the Messiah would be born in the town of _______________.
BETHLEHEM
Micah said that the Messiah would be our ___________ and we would be his flock.
SHEPHERD
Micah said the Messiah’s greatness would reach out to the ends of the
_____________.
EARTH
The name of the Messiah that Micah hoped for is: ___________.
JESUS
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THIS WEEK’S LESSON: LONG, LONG AGO
IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
Jesus came to bring light to the darkness of this world. His arrival was so important,
that it was talked about by the prophets hundreds of years before his birth. Micah 5:1-5,
Bethlehem Prophecy
HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
As you get the house ready for Christmas, talk with your kids about what they hope for
this season. Gifts will likely be the first response. Move beyond that to other expectations
– seeing family, an upcoming Christmas program, etc. What does it feel like to hope for
something? What does it mean to put our hope in Jesus?
AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- Who was Micah?
- What important message did Micah give to the people?
- Where did Micah say Jesus would be born?
AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” - John 1:5
(NIV)
PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
The people of Micah’s time never lived to see the birth of Jesus, but God still gave them
the gift of hope through the words of the prophets. Take some time to think and pray
about the future generations that will come after you through your children and their
children. What values and beliefs do you hope to survive in your family long after you’re
gone? Seek to instill those things into your kids today for future generations.
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CRAFT ACTIVITY
Give kids sheets of paper – legal-sized or longer if you have it. With pens, markers, or
crayons have them write a message that they would want to deliver to their own kids
long in the future. (Leaders can assist younger kids with their writing. Pictures instead
of words are also encouraged.) The theme of the message is: HOPE. When they are
done, show kids how to roll their papers like a scroll. Give them twine to tie up the
scrolls. Tell them how the words of the prophets – which gave hope to people for many
years – were written on scrolls.
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“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it.”
- John 1:5 (NIV)

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it.”
- John 1:5 (NIV)

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it.”
- John 1:5 (NIV)

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it.”
- John 1:5 (NIV)
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